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Written by Catherine Obreza Fetterman, Leesburg, VA
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Why have a local artist fellowship group?It’s all about being a part of a like-minded creative
community centered in Christ. Having one provides local artists with an opportunityhés gat
together, build new friendships, share difficulties and triumphs, ask questions, ptagtoge
offer advice and provide encouragement.

What does it look like?While we’re sure that there are many models that work, we offer to you
a model that we have found successful in helping artists start groups in a/irgirtists usually
meet once or twice monthly for 2-3 hours and gather together in a variety of s@tiohgding
churches, art centers, public libraries, coffee shops, and members’ homes, amopigotisg

Format

There are a variety of models to choose from depending on the needs and interesigisfsthe
in the group, and the limitations of the location chosen. Generally, however, our gathegny
with a combination of a welcome, group introductions, opening prayer and a time of worship
through song (if the location permits).

Some groups routinely include sharing a meal as part of their time togetilerpthers don't. If
you decide to eat, you can start with a meal and then move into the formal simagingrtyou
can do the reverse.

There are many choices for the next 45-60 minutes, including, among others:
“10-10-20" —Everyone in the group is given a short question or statement to journal quietly
about for 10 minutes. The next 10 minutes are spent sharing your thoughts with one other
person in the group. The sharing opens up to the whole group for the final 20 minutes.
Chat n’Chew --Place a bowl or basket in the center of the table and have small slips of paper
in it that have statements or questions that you can take turns pulling out and ansiinesin
is a good way to facilitate conversation with a meal.
Featured Artist Presentation & Group Response-An artist from the group shares samples
of his/her work and shares experiences in seeking to glorify God with thetstalbe
featured artist presentation lasts 30-45 minutes and is followed by 15 minutes chidhg w
the group responds to what they have heard & seen. Enclosed as an appendix are some
suggestions on how to prepare and give this kind of presentation.
Art Share --Everyone brings in a sample of their creativity (finished or unfinished) and
shares it with the group.
Book Sharing—There are many wonderful books out about creativity and Christianity that
you could read and discuss in your group. See the next page for some suggestions.

The gathering may continue with praise reports, announcements, sign-ups for tetimenmng
and thank you’s to those who participated in that gathering. Close with prayer.



Sharing Topics:
What is most meaningful to you about your creativity?
How does God work in your life through your art form?
How do you juggle the demands of a family and job and your need to create?
What are your creative goals and how are you working to achieve them?
Complete this sentence: “If | could | would...”
How has God used your artistic talents to reveal himself to you or to others?
Every journey has highs and lows. Where are you in your artistic journey right now?
What do you enjoy about being an artist?
What is hard for you as an artist?
Have you read something that you have found encouraging? Share it with us.
Why did you joined this group?
How does being an artist bring you closer to God?
How do you get through the dry times?
What are some issues/topics that would be good to discuss/think about for a futuregjather

Worthwhile Book Discussions:

The Creative CajJl= /00<)

The Heart of the Artist #B | & " C <J)

Imagine. A Vision for Christians in the Arts& 7 #" /00<)
Scribbling in the Sand: Christ and Creativifp 7 #" /00/)

Lifting Up Prayer Requests
It is important thaall who attend have the opportunity to seek the prayers of the greuprat
gathering. Here are some ideas that we have used:

At the end of the meeting all gather together. (You may want to stand in a noldield

hands, or you may want to stay at your chairs or stand and not hold hands.) The facilitator
starts the group off in prayer and then all others add in their prayer requesiscilitagdr

then closes the prayer time by leading the group in saying the “Our Fpthger. Note: If
there are many in your group this can take a LONG time.

At the beginning of the meeting, have a sheet of paper titled “Prayer R&dghas people

can indicate their requests on. At the end of the gathering, the moderator sthaatgill

now lift up prayer requests. The facilitator reads the requests individualbp(peeeding
prayer can give simple elaboration of need) and then ask if any other prayers peed t
added. The facilitator then begins a prayer and lifts up those requests for the group, addi
that the Lord also hear the quiet prayers of our hearts that have not been writteFridask
with all joining in to pray the “Our Father”. (There are many benefits to usiagystem.
Those who are new to the group, or are shy about voicing prayers, feel more comfortable
with this system. Also, it makes it possible to stay within a certain tiotenant for closing
prayers.)
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Dear (Pastor’'s name):

Hello. My name is and | am a Christian artist from . Along
with some other local artists dedicated to serving the Lord with their talents, |
am starting a local artist fellowship group so that artists of all skill levels and
creative disciplines have an opportunity to gather monthly for support,
encouragement and fellowship as we seek God’s vision in using and developing
our talents, that all we do might lead others to raise their eyes towards God.

Included below is information about our next monthly gathering. We would be
truly grateful if you would help us reach the artists in your faith community who
may feel alone in serving the Lord.

Thank you for helping us minister God’s truths, love and goodness through the
arts.

In Christ,
Your name and contact information
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Thank YOU for volunteering to share your artistic journey with us as a Featured ArtistdPtations such as
these help us to learn more about each other’s art forms, what motivates andsinspiaed how we can be a
source of blessing for one another.

Listed below are some guidelines and suggestions. Please remember tisatdhis test, nor a term paper! You
do not need to write everything out to prepare. We want this to be a blessing to you, mi#ra Aadong as you
prepare with prayer, speak from the heart, and have a brief outline of the order thaillygpeak about things,
you’ll have an awesome presentation!

Format

Length of Time

What to Share

A Featured Artist Presentation is composed of the following parts:
prayer over the artist
presentation by the artist
response of the community gathered
questions and answers
thanking the artist for sharing

Assuming that the gathering will last 3 hours, the Featured Artist Preésanta
shouldn’t take up more than 90 minutes of that time, to include all of the
components listed above. 20-45 minutes is appropriate for the actual
presentation. This can vary depending upon what the artist has to say and how
many samples are shared with the group.

Essentially, Featured Artist Presentations give individuals an opportunity to
authentically share with a group of like-minded artists who they are and how
their gifts of creativity and faith relate to one another.

Please remember to speak to the convictions of your faith in a way that does not
condemn other doctrines or denominations.

Pray Before you do anything else, spend time in prayer first. Ask God what He
would want you to share with the group. Having a prayer journal by your side
and ready to write in will help you record your thoughts, questions and answers
as they come to you. Remember, you aren’t writing for anyone but yourself.

Reflect Sometimes we are so busy creating and performing, that we forget why
we’re doing it, the lessons we've learned along the way, and the joys and gifts
that have helped us to grow through the tough times. To help you reflect on those
things, you may want to consider the following questions. Thesgamneeant as
an outline for your presentation, but rather as a way to help you better understand
and communicate the artist God calls you to be. Remewydedo notneed to
answer all of these questions in your presentation. Pick and choose the sne
that you'd like to share with us.

(continued on next page)



Wrapping it Up

What t

(continued from previous page)
Who are you?
What do you do and why do you do it?
Why are you a member of the Christian Artists Circle?
What is your motivation for creating or performing?
How does being an artist bring you closer to God?
What kind of art moves you the most?
Educational background/training
Medium you work with or have worked with and why you chose it.
How do you get through the dry times?
What is most meaningful to you about the art you create?
How does God work in your life through your art?
Who and/or what inspires you?
Do you have any special accomplishments that you would like to share
with us?
What challenges do you face and how do you overcome them?
Are you looking for any advice/suggestions/recommended resources from
the group?
What are some of your short term and long term goals?
Do you have a personal ministry verse (a biblical or inspirational verse
that reflects your passion and/or giftedness)?
Is your art a ministry? If so, how?

o bring:

Business cards, if you have some

Samples of your work --in the order you will be talking about them.
Verify if the venue will have any electronic equipment you migbéd
(ie. TV, VCR/DVD player, boombox, slide projector, ....extension cords)
A brief outline of what you would like to share.

Ask the facilitator to have someone in the group keep track of time for you. If
necessary, that person will let you know (with a hand signal) when there is 10
minutes left, then 2 minutes left so you can wrap things up.

At the end of your presentation, the facilitator will invite the group to respond to
what they have just heard and seen. This feedback is very important for you, but
it also helps the others think about the encouragement/inspiration they have
received from your presentation, and how they, in turn, can be a blessing to you.
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John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone
who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.”

John 3:17 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world,
but in order that the world might be saved through him.

Jonn 3:21 But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly
seen that their deeds have been done in God.”
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